
 

 
September 2021 

 
Dear Friends and Supporters of the Eden in Iraq Wastewater Garden Project 

  
August 10th 2021 was an historic day. We reached a significant milestone in our ten 
year effort to realize the Eden in Iraq Wastewater Garden at El Chibaish in the southern 
Iraq marshes. We signed an agreement with the Center for Restoration of Iraqi Marshes 
and Wetlands (CRIMW) to implement the first stage of our 30,000 square meter 
wastewater garden: a surface flow wetland system that begins the sewage treatment 
process.  
 
This first phase begins with machinery, labor, and other engineering resources which 
the Iraqi government is providing through CRIMW. So shortly, the physical construction 
will begin!  
 
 

 
Our team in Iraq ((Jassim Al Asadi, Dr. David Tocchetto, and Thomas Smith) with members of  the MOWR (Ministry of Water 

Resources) and CRIMW (the Center for Restoration of Iraqi Marshes and Wetlands) in Baghdad. 
 



 
Our team with CRIMW  engineers and the Ministry of Science member, in El Chibaish. 

 
 
 
In previous years, we networked widely in the region, gaining the support of local Marsh 
Arab town councils, the provincial government in Nasariyah and the ministries of the 
Environment and Water Resources. Local people know all too well the disastrous 
situation with discharge of untreated sewage and were equally enthusiastic about a low-
cost, ecological approach to sewage treatment by creating beautiful constructed 
wetlands. The Iraqi government appreciates that after the pilot project in El Chibaish, 
this approach can be used throughout the country, which in general lacks effective 
sewage treatment. 
 
But we have a long way to go in fund-raising and in-kind donations to implement the 
final stages of the designed garden (approximately $1.7 million US).  
  
Our project will bring important health and environmental benefits by pioneering the 
ecological treatment and reuse of wastewater which currently pollutes the marshes and 
rivers, endangering the Marsh Arab people and the marshes they depend on. 
 
 



 
The Eden in Iraq Wastewater Garden team at the project site in El Chibaish with the pipe from the 

sewage switch plant which will fill our site growing marsh plants. It currently is discharging this 
untreated, raw sewage into the marshes, as it did into the Euphrates River, endangering human 

health and the environment 
  
 
In the second phase of this project, we will create a culturally and aesthetically 
significant environmental and cultural heritage site in the heart of the Fertile Crescent.  
 
Last October the Eden in Iraq Wastewater Garden project was chosen as one of 
UNESCO’s Green Citizen Projects. This is an important worldwide award that has 
highlighted our efforts to implement the project.   
 
 
 
Please see our website (www.edeniniraq.com) for detailed information about the 
project, our team, the garden design, numerous events, activities, and many articles in 
our bibliography section.   Thank you. 
  
Professor /Artist Meridel Rubenstein and Dr. Davide Tocchetto  
Co-Directors, Eden In Iraq Wastewater Garden Project 
  



Eden in Iraq current team at weekly international zoom meeting in August 2021: 

Jassim Al Asadi/ Nature Iraq, NGO, Babylon and El Chibaish;  

Zahra Souhail/ Project Manager Amsterdam,London, and Iraq 
 

 

Dr .Mark Nelson/ Institute of Ecotechnics/ New Mexico and 
UK  

Deborah Snyder/ Director Institute of Ecotechnics/ New 
Mexico and UK  

 

Thomas Smith/ Manager, Strategic Planning and 
Development, Virginia  

Edmond Wong/ Media Director Singapore 
 

 

Meriel Rubenstein/ Co-Director, New Mexico 
 

Dr. Davide Tocchetto/ Co-Director, Italia  

 

 

David Tocchetto, Jasim Al Asadi & Thomas Smith at Ur August 2021 

 

 

 
 
  



Our sponsoring organizations: 

                                  
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 

A Thank You to our Supporters and Sponsors 
 
 
We are deeply grateful to the many people and organizations that have supported us 
through our planning stages in the past years. These include the town councils of El 
Chibaish, Al Manar, and Al Fahoud and the municipalities of Nasariyah and Basra. In 
addition, the Dhi Qar Governorate and Council of the Marshes, as well as the national 
and regional Ministry of Water Resources and Ministry of the Environment, have all 
embraced the project and offered invaluable support and advice.  
  
Azzam Alwash, CEO of Nature Iraq, has kept this project at the forefront of Iraqi and 
international environmental concerns. We are indebted to the support of Dr. 
Abdulameer Al-Hamdani, past Minister of Culture, Antiquities, and Tourism, and Dr. 
Heshem Alawi, Iraq Ambassador to the Netherlands. The persistence of Jassim Al 
Asadi, team member and Managing Director of Nature Iraq NGO, has never wavered in 
keeping the project alive.  
  
Lastly in Iraq, we thank Sameerah Abed, Director of CRIMW, for bringing the project 
into being now. She has remained steadfast through regime change, drought, and 
pandemic.  
  
 It is important to recognize as well the School of Art, Design, and Media(ADM) at 
Nanyang Technological University(NTU) in Singapore  for our first and substantial 
funding to research and establish this project in Iraq(2013-17). During this time we 
sustained a detailed design practice to produce the drawings for the entire project. 
Renown Industrial Designer, ADM/NTU Associate Professor Peer Sathikh, with 
colleague Associate Professor  and Project Director Meridel Rubenstein, were 
responsible for overseeing this first Ministry of Education Tier 1 Award and subsequent 
ADM/NTU exhibition grant for a comprehensive  exhibition in 2017 at the National 
Design Centre, Singapore.  
  
In  addition, NTU funded an Eden in Iraq Conference in 2015 that allowed all team 
members to convene in Singapore during a difficult time in Iraq. NTU will honor the 
project again this November 2021, in their 30th anniversary book and exhibition, 
inaugurated by Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee.  

 
 
 
 



 
Dr. Sander van der Leeuw, former Dean of the School of Sustainability at Arizona State 
University, was also an important  team member (s well as Professor Peer Sathikh) 
joining Project Director Meridel Rubenstein, Jassim Al-Asadi, Drs. Mark Nelson and 
Davide Tocchetto, who continue with the project  today. Zahra Souhail, Project 
Manager; Edmond Wong, Media Director, and Thomas Smith, Strategic Planning and 
Development manager are our newest team members. Thomas joined the team this 
summer to head fundraising efforts that include developing marketing and social media 
strategies. He has already accompanied Dr. Tocchetto to Iraq last week to meet with 
CRIMW, as well as the USAID.  The School of Sustainability at Arizona State has 
provided an ongoing  University affiliation for the project in the USA. Mr. Joppe 
Cramwinckel, international senior water professional, and Julia Watson, Landscape 
Architect, have been important advisors. 
 
We also wish to thank  NTU Museum Director Faith Teh for her support as well as 
ADM/NTU Assistant Publicity and Outreach Manager, Muhammad Mustajab Bin 
Mohamad, for invaluable assistance at every stage. Landscape architect Bernard Du 
provided outstanding drawings of the garden designs featured on our website. 
 
Our non-profit Institute of Ecotechnics (I.E.) is taking an increasingly active role in 
fundraising and publicity; I.E. is a research and development organization with branches 
in the US and UK focused on harmonizing technology and ecology. Since 1973, the 
Institute of Ecotechnics has organized international conferences and consulted with 
innovative projects around the world. I.E. has a Wastewater Garden division that 
collaborates with Wastewater Gardens International (WWG-I), founded by team 
member, Dr. Mark Nelson, which includes our co-director, Dr. Davide Tocchetto.  I.E. 
and WWG-I have implemented Wastewater Gardens in 13 countries over the past 25 
years. The institute will carry out an online campaign, as well as in-person fundraising 
events in the US and UK.  We are grateful to IE Director Deborah Snyder for her tireless 
work for our project and to Dr. Mark Nelson, Chairman of the Institute, for his vision in 
helping get the project started with Meridel Rubenstein and his continuing contributions.  



UN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS FOR GARDEN 
 
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted by all United Nations Member 
States in 2015, provides a shared blueprint for peace and prosperity for people and the 
planet, now and into the future. At its heart are the 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), which are an urgent call for action by all countries – developed and developing 
– in a global partnership. 

 
 
The Eden in Iraq project deals with many of 
these goals thanks to its multidisciplinary point of 
action. For example, we are dealing with water 
(SDGs 6 and 14) that means life for flora and 
fauna in the Marshland but also means life for the 
Marsh Arabs living in this environment which is 
their source of food (SDG 2). We are also linking 
the SDGs 6, 9 and 11 because the project is a 

sanitation infrastructure designed in a rural community. 
 
Saving water and re-using treated water are key actions for SDGs 13 and 14. 
The Eden in Iraq project SDGs list: 
GOAL 2: Zero Hunger 
 
GOAL 3: Good Health and Well-Being 
GOAL 6: Clean Water and Sanitation 
GOAL 7: Affordable and Clean Energy 
GOAL 9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure 
 
GOAL 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities 
GOAL 13: Climate Action 
GOAL 14: Life Below Water 


